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Location 


Miami. Florida 33131 
New Biscayne Amend. B~16 _ • 
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bldck no. 
County 


subdivision name' 

■ f part of Lots' l, 14 and 15 .as des cribed in DB '868— 

' ' ; ’ -—' “ • " * ' ./3Z89-526 868= 


Dade 


lot no. 
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Survey Date 


7901 


Owner of Site: Name: CONNALLY, Florence Y.; 
Address: __ 


2521 S. Bayshore Drive 


Miami, Florida 33133 


Occupant, Tenant, or Manager: Name: 


Type of Ownership: 
n Private 
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n Corporate 
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p. Munichpal 
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n 
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Condition of Site: 

: □ Excel lent 
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□ Good 

" 863= 

□ Fair 

— 863= 

□ Deteriorated 

— 863= 


Remarks: 


Reporter (or .local contact): 


Address: Dade County Park and Recreation Department 

50 S.W. 32 Road; Miami, Fl orida 33129 _ 


Name of Project:- ^ Dade Coun tv Historic Survey 
Recorder: 

Name S Title: Monroe, Elizabeth B. _(H$S)- 

Address: 


FDAHRM 


Previous Survey(s): enter activity/title of survey/name/date/reposi tory) 


UTM Coordinates 


Photographic Record Numbers 79Da011 (frames 5 S- 6). _1 
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.. IntegrIty of Site:- 
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□Unaltered 
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□ Oriqinal Site 
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□ Restored ( ) Date: 
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Address: 


2521 S. Bayshore Drive 


Significance: 

This masonry construction residence represents a fine, unusual example of masonry 
verna cul a Ar chitecture in Dade County at the turn of the century and in the 1920's . 
Ir is note worthy for its porch details , use of materials , adaptability to the area's 
climate, c ohesiveness within the neighborhood , straightforwar d functional—character, 
location and setback, across the bay . 

This is one of the oldest and most important houses in Coconut Grove. Known as the 
Trapp House, for its original builders and owners. It was erected during 1889 and 
Tftqn —TAas the first native stone house erected in the area, possibly in the 
cATv The''Ft- Dai 1 as/WmAg t i sh" bulTdl ng , a long building on the M,am. River 
used as officers' quarters for Ft. Dallas personnel was the only earlier building 
widely known to be of stone. It was.built around 1846. 

This house was built by Caleb L. Trapp with the help of Ms son Harlan^ A. Trapp. 

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET) gi 1 = 
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Original Use: 

Private Residence 

838 = 

□ Apartment Building 

838 — 

□Hotel 

838 = 

□ Commercial 

838=-. 

□ Other: 

838= 

Present Use: 

□ Private Residence 

850=- 

‘□Apartment Building 

850= 

□ Hotel 

850= 

n Commercial 

850= 

Other: 

850= 

flu 1 rure/Phase American 



Areas'of Significance: 

□ Architecture 
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□ Commerce 
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□ Exploration & Settlement 
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□ Social/Humanitarian 
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□ Other: 
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Pe r1od: 

; n 20th Century 

845== 

n 19th Century 
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Specific Dates: Beginning +l8 9° c 


N.R. Classification Category: Building 916 
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SIGNIFICANCE: (Continued) 911 = 

Caleb and his wife, Henrietta Rhodes Trapp, had arrived in Coconut Grove in 
T§87~ f rom Iowa with their son. They homesteaded land further south in Coconut 
Grove, then chose this site for a permanent residence. Caleb and Harlan hewed 
the native oolitic limestone from the natural bluff along Biscayne Bay, just in 
front of the house site. They quarried carefully, to form the expansive steps 
leading up to the house when they were finished. The walls of the house were 
completed on December 28, 1 889 . This unusually accurate historic date comes 
from deed records of another house, which used the newly erected Trapp stone 
house as a benchmark for property boundary-line measurement. 

The Trapps were Important early-residents of Coconut Grove , and stayed for many 
years. Henrietta and her son Caleb were early and long-term school teachers in-1- 
Coconut Grove. Henrretta.wassa sister to Samuel Rhodes, one of the first 
homesteaders in Coconut Grove (ca. 1 876 )_ The family also successfully developed 
a type of avocado which is known as the Trapp avocado. 

« 

Other interesting activities that took place at this house were the establishment 
of a servicement's canteen run by Mrs. Harlan Trapp during the Spanish-American 
War of 1898, and visits to the Trapp family by such noted writers as James 
Whitcomb* Riley, Jack London, and Minnie Moore Wilson. 

The house was remodeled and enlarged in 1926-1927 . 

Harlan and his wife Minnie Trapp were still residents of Coconut Grove in the 

1940's,; 

The original portion of the house is probably the northeastern portion behind the 
second story addition on the present facade. 911— 
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Trapp, Mrs. Harlan. My Pioneer Reminiscences . (Miami, Florida)- 

Mrs. Harlan Trapp, 1940. 920= 




























